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(\Cvi.  \nr:i.  A"5^ 


Friends  and  Countrymen, 

Jl  HE  zeal  with  which  I  have  upon 
former  occafions  endeavoured  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  Ireland,  and  the 
fuccefs  with  which  it  was  attended, 
may  give  fome  reafon  to  exped  that  I 
fhould  not  content  myfelf  with  bein^ 
a  filent  obferver  of  thofe  fymptoms  of 
perturbation,  which  aheady  appear  in 
the  pubhc  mind,  or  omit  to  fug^efl  to 
you  fuch  confidcrations,  as  I  conceive 
might  have  weight  to  induce  a  tem- 
perate and  friendly  difcuffion  of  the 
great  queftions  which  arc  now  agitated 
among  you  ;  for  fure  I  am,  that  what- 
ever 
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ever  may  be  their  decifion,  no  good 
can  arife  from  it  equal  to  the  prefer- 
vation  of  that  happy  unanimity  which 
has  lately  fubfifted  between  the  Pro- 
teftants  and  Catholics  of  Ireland,  nor 
any  evil  to  be  dreaded  equal  to  that 
of  a  renewal  of  their  ancient  animo- 
fities.  The  difinterefted  fervices  I 
have  rendered  to  the  colledive  body 
of  the  nation,  ought  to  give  me  a 
right  to  the  public  attention ;  but  I 
have  likewife  a  feparate  claim  to  the 
confidence  of  each  of  the  three  great 
parties  into  which  it  is  divided,  as 
the  papers  *  I  circulated  among  you 
will  tefiify  for  me,  tliat  I  have  been 
a  champion  of  the  Eftablifhed  Church, 

*   Extra   CfTicial    State  papers,   Vol.  I.    to  be  had 
at  No.  66,  and  No.  72,  Dame-ftrect,  Dublin. 

an 
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an  oppugner  of  the  penal  laws  againft 
the  Roman  Catholics,  as  well  as  thofe 
which    affed    the    Di (Tenters,    and    a 
friend  to  a  general  toleration  ;  and  the 
affarance  which    my  own  mind  gives 
me,  that  I  deferve  your  good  opinion, 
encourages  me  to  believe  I  pofTefs  it. 
My  prefent   fituation  is,  indeed,  very 
different  from  what  it  was  in  the  year 
1778,  and  I  cannot  now  boaft  of  any 
influence  with  Miniftcrs,  or  even  fup- 
pofe   that  any  ideas  of  mine  will  be 
deemed   w^orth  iheir   adoption.     I   do 
not,   therefore,  pretend  to  guefs  at  the 
meafures  of  Adminiftration,  but   pro- 
fcfs    myfclf    utterly    ignorant    of    the 
part  they  mean    to  take,  or   rather,  I 
believe  I  may  fiy,   of  what  they  may 
hereafter    refolve   on  j    for   I   do    not 


imagme 
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imagine  they  have  yet  refolved  upon 
any  thing  refpeding  this  great  con- 
trovcrfy.  My  fincere  good  wifhes  arc, 
therefore,  all  that  I  can  now  offer  you  -, 
and  I  truft  you  will  not  be  difpleafed 
that  I  accompany  them  with  fuch  re- 
flexions upon  your  prefent  fituation, 
as  the  anxious  feelings  of  my  heart 
for  your  welfare  may  produce. 

The  objcd  of  the  little  pamphlet  I 
publifhed  in  1777,  with  the  title  of 
Confidcrations  on  the  State  of  Ireland^ 
was  to  prove  ycur  right  to  all  the 
privileges  and  advantages  of  Englilh- 
men,  upon  the  ground  of  _your  being 
one  people  vji'th  them  ;  and  it  was  in 
confequence  of  the  then  Minifters 
being  convinced  of  the  juflice  of  your 
claim  upon  that  ground^  that  you  were 

admitted 
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admitted  Into  a  participation  with  the 
people  of  England  in  the  Colony- 
Trade  and  Fifheries  j  but  that  was  no 
fooner  done  than  you  thought  fit  to 
turn  the  tables  upon  England,  and 
declare  yourfelves  an  Independent 
Kingdom  ;  and  your  Parliament,  from 
being  a  fubordinate,  became  a  Su- 
preme Legiflature ;  and  your  Courts 
of  Judicature  admitted  of  no  appeal 
to  England,  but  became  abfolute  and 
final  in  their  decrees ;  and  it  was  de- 
clared in  your  Parliament,  that  neither 
law  or  legal  authority  was  to  be  fub- 
mitted  to  but  what  was  enadled  or 
fandioned  by  them.  I  confefs  to  you, 
that  I  felt  no  exultation  at  this  ag- 
grandifement  of  my  country,  and,  to 
fpeak  the  truth,  I  chofe  to  decline 
B  taking 


(  «  ) 

taking  any  flcps  in  ry^S,  that  miglit 
lead  towards  it,  and  I  will  give  you 
my  reafons— The  principle  upon. 
which  your  claim  to  independence  of 
the  Britiili  Legiilature  could  only  be 
fupported,  w^as  that  of  your  being  a 
Sovereign  State  within  yourfelvcs,  a 
feparate  people,  intitled  to  make  your 
own  laws,  and  to  be  governed  by  only 
fuch  as  you  gave  your  afTent  to  by 
your  reprefentatives  4  now  when  all 
tliis  was  granted,  what  became  of 
your  claim  to  the  privileges  and  ad- 
vantages of  Englifhmen  ?  for  did  you 
not  thereby  confequentially  renounce 
them?  You  have,  indeed,  adopted 
feme  of  the  Englifh  laws,  and  made 
them  of  force  in  Ireland,  by  a0.s  of 
your  own  Parliament ;  but  that  could 

not 
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not  intitle  you  to  the  benefit  of  them 
out  of  Ireland,  if  England  fhould  be 
incnned  to   refufc   it ;    and  though  I 
truft  England  will  never  have  occafion 
to  make  any   diftindicn  between  the 
natives  of  the  two  Iflands,  I  did   not 
think  it  wife  to  give  her  the  right  to 
do  fo.     But  there  were  other  reafons 
which  had  flill  more  weight  with  me  : 
I  confidercd,   that  if  it   was  deemed 
an    ufurpation   in    the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment to  make  laws  to  affe<£t  Ireland 
in    1782,  it  might  be  faid  that  it  was 
always  fo ;  for  an  nfurped   authority 
a  hundred  years  ago  cannot  be  made 
legitimate    a    century    after;    and,   if 
that  be  the  cafe,  your  own  refledlions 
will  fpare  me  the  pains  to  purfuc  the 
B  2  confequcnces, 
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confequences,  and,  indeed,  they  are 
of  too  fhocking  a  nature  to  be  fully 
pointed  out  5  and  yet  I  was  withheld 
from  taking  part  in  procuring  your 
emancipation,  as  you  called  it,  by 
another  reafon  alfo,  which  was,  that 
if,  as  it  was  aiTerted,  the  Britifh  Par- 
liament had  no  right  to  make  laws 
to  afFed  Ireland,  becaufe  Ireland  had 
no  reprefentatives  in  the  BritilTi  Par- 
liament, I  feared  it  would  be  aflced, 
where  was  then  the  juftice  of  the 
Irilh  Proteflants  alone  making  laws  for 
the  whole  inhabitants  of  the  ifland,  of 
which  they  compofe  only  one-fourth 
part?  Nor  could  I  fee  upon  what  ground 
it  could  be  denied,  that  the  inftant 
Ireland  became  a  feparate  kingdom 
her  conilitution  would    appear  to    be 

founded 
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founded  upon   thefe  two   abfurdities  : 
viz.  That  the    Minority   had  a  right 
to  govern  the  Majority,  and   that  the 
Minority  had  a  right  to  withhold  from 
the  Majority   a   community  of   privi- 
leges and  advantages — and  as  vou  ob- 
tained your  object,   fuch  is  your  pre- 
fcnt  condition  ;   and   perhaps  you  will 
Ti(nu  allow  that  I   ought  not  to  forfeit 
your  good   opinion   for   declining   my 
afliftance  to  bring  you  into  it.    I  mean 
not,  however,  to  throw  blame  on  thofc 
who  did  i  the  defire  of  independence, 
or  felf-government,  is  the  firft  wifli  of 
the  human  heart ;  and  a  nation,   who 
had  not   the  fame  feelings,  would  be 
too  abjed  to  poffefs  any  virtuous  fen- 
timcnts The  occafion  was  favour- 
able, the  Irifh  pride  was  roufed,   and 

it 


X 
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it  was  happIFy  gratified  without  a  con- 
tcftj  but  it  is  fit  that  you  ^ould  now 
coniider  your  fituation  as  it  really  is, 
ancJ  adi  accordingly. 

Ireland  is  faid  to  contain  four  mil- 
lions of  fbulsj  and  three  of  them  are 
CatboKcSj  not  one  of  whom  enjoys 
snj  ^are  in  the  Legiflative  or  Execn- 
ti¥e  Government :  Is  that  juft,  1  will 
afk  ths  governing  party,  upon  your 
OW13  principles  ?  Yes,  you  will  anfwcr, 
Iot  Ireland  is  a  Proteftant  Government. 
/  But  was  it  not  EngHlh  Power  and 
EGglifli  Laws  which  made  it  fo  r  and 
was  not  Ireland  then  deemed  a  part 
of  EnrfaBd  ?  whereas  it  is  now  a 
fcpai'ate  kmgdoiTiy  and  governed  by 
BO  laws  but  fuch  as  it  makes  itfcif ; 
llic  cooftitution,   therefore,   ought  to 

be 
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be  fuch  as  the  rcajority  of  the  inlm- 
bitants  choofe  to  live  under ^  and 
they,  being  Catholics,  the  Government 
ought  to  be  Catholic,  and  the  cfla- 
bJifhcd  rehgion  Caihohc  alfo,  upon 
your  own  principles.  The  Catholics, 
however,  do  not  mean  to  take  the 
Government  out  of  your  hands  at 
prefent,  they  only  dcCuc  to  participate 
Tvith  you  in  the  right  of  electing  le- 
prefentatives  to  Parliament,  Surely, 
then,  you  ought  to  hear  them  willi 
attention,  and  receive  their  requeft 
"with  kindnefs  and  complacency.  But 
you  will  fay,  if  the  Catholics  get  th-c 
eledive  franchifc,  as  they  arc  fo  great 
a  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  they 
will  choofe  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  then  inflrud  their  reprcfen- 

iativcs 
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tativcs  to  make  laws  in  their  favour, 
and  in  time  feize  the  Government. 
This  was  the  mode  of  reafoning  which 
the  Egyptians  made  ufe  of  to  juftify 
their  orders  to  the  midwives,  to 
firangle  all  the  male  children  of  the 
Ifraelites ;  and  it  is  likewife  ufed  by 
the  planters  in  the  Weft  Indies,  to 
juftify  their  vrithholding  education 
from  their  Negroes  j  but  then  the 
people  who  were  or  arc  the  fubjeds 
of  it,  in  both  cafes,  ivere  or  arejlaves^ 
whereas  the  Irifh  Catholics  are  your 
fellow-fubje6ls  and  free  men.  But 
you  will  fay  further,  that  their  poli- 
tical as  well  as  their  religious  princi- 
ples are  adverfe  to  Uberty — If  that  has 
always  been  fo,  then  was  there  no 
hberty  in  England  before  the  reform- 
ation ; 
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ation  ;  for  all  the  inhabitants,  as  well 
as  the  Government,  were  Catholics. 
But  the  Englifli  Catholics  were  en- 
lightened men  in  thofe  days,  whereas 
the  bulk  of  the  Irifh  Catholics  are  ig- 
norant and  illiterate,  the  mere  ma- 
chines of  their  Priefts,  who  are  attach- 
ed to  France  or  Italy,  where  they  get 
their  education — Now^  I  confefs,  you 
have  urged  a  good  objedion.  Igno- 
rance of  the  rights  of  the  fubje(ft,  and 
of  the  true  nature  of  the  conftitution, 
and  being  under  the  influence  of  fo- 
reign States,  are  unqneftionably  dif- 
qualifications  for  the  exercife  of  fo 
high  and  facred  a  trufl  j  and  fhame 
upon  that  barbarou'?  policy  which  has 
rendered  the  Irifli  Catholics  fo  long 
obnoxious  to  them.  Thank  God ! 
C  thofe 
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thofe  favage  Ads,  which  deprived 
them  of  the  advantage  of  education 
in  their  own  country,  no  longer  dif- 
grace  the  Statute-book.  The  Catho- 
lics may  novi^  free  themfelves  from 
the  reproach  of  ignorance  and  illitera- 
ture,  and  their  emancipation  from  the 
dominion  of  their  priefts  will  foon  fol- 
low. Ill  a  few  generations  therefore, 
I  truft,  the  bulk  of  the  Catholics  will 
be  as  well  informed  as  the  Proteftants*, 
and  they  profefs  to  entertain  no  reli- 
gious tenets  »that  arc  hoflile  to  Britifh 
liberty,  or  inconfiflent  with  it  j  and 
if  their  priefts  were  allowed  falaries  by 
Government,  they  would  be  better 
able  to  inflrud  their  people  in   their 

civil 

•  Their  late  publications  fliew  that  their  leaders  are 
full/  fo. 
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civil  and   religious   duties,    by  having 
obtained  better  inftrudion  thcrafelves, 
and   would  feel  the   incentive   of  in- 
tereft  to  attach  them  to  a  conftitution 
from  which  they  derived  fupport.     In 
the  mean    time,  it  w^ould   perhaps  be 
prudent   in    the    Catholics    to  confine 
their  requeft  for  the  eledivc  franchife 
to    fuch  qualified    voters   as  can   read 
the  Lord's  Prayer   in  Englifh,   when 
they  come  to  votej  and  if  that  fhould 
be  found  a  fufiicient  inducement   for 
all  who  are  able  to   put  their  children 
to  fchool   I  fhould   rejoice  in  the  oc- 
cafion    which   produced  fo    happy  an 
effed.     Perhaps,    too,     the    Catholics 
might  be  prevailed  upon,    by   the  con- 
fideration  of  the  prefent  illiterate  con- 
dition of  the  lower  clafi!es  among  them, 

C    2  to 
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to  wait  the  operation  of  the  late  per- 
miffion  to  have  fchoolmafiers  of  their 
own  perfnafion,  before  they  claimed 
the  exercife  of  their  right  to  the  elec- 
tive franchife,  rather  than  expofe  the 
unfitnefs  of  fo  large  a  number  of  their 
people  to  judge  of  the  qualifications 
of  reprefentativcs ;  for  how  fhould  a 
totally  illiterate  man  be  able  to  judge 
of  the  propriety  of  a  public  meafure, 
where  much  is  faid  and  written  on 
both  fides  ?  or  how  inflrud  his  repre-= 
fentative  to  ad  upon  it  ?  But  what- 
ever be  the  proceeding,  I  muft  again 
repeat  my  earneft  hope,  that  mutual 
good-will  and  brotherly  kindnefs  may 
dired  and  condud  it  throughout ;  for 
why  ^fJiould  ye  Jlrive  together^  feeing  j'i 
are  all  brethren  ?  and  there  is  no  doubt 

but 
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but  that  by  temper  and  good-humour 
matters  may  be  accommodated.     The 
Catholics  have  clearly  the  beft  of  the 
arp^ument,  confidering  their  requeft  as 
an   abftrad  propofition,   and  the  Pro- 
teft  ints  can  only  found  their  objedions 
to  It  upon  fpecial  circumjiances  ;  and  the 
Catholics  themfelves  have  hitherto  ac- 
quiefced   in  the  diftindion   thofe   cir- 
cumflances  have  created.  The  queftion 
then  is  reduced  to  this  fingle  point : — 
Do  xho^c  Jpecial  circumjiances  ftill  con- 
tinue  to  operate    againfl:   the   general 
propriety  of  the   propofition,  fo  as  to 
juftify  the  refufal  of  the  Catholics'  re- 
queft at  this  time  ?  or  are  they  fo  much 
changed  as  to  have  loft  their  influence? 
And   furely  this  is  a  matter  which  ad- 
mits of  the   moft  good-humoured  dif- 

culfion, 
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cuflion,  and  the  cleareft  decifion.  Let 
then  the  improvement  of  the  Catholic 
body,  in  civilization  and  literature,  be 
enquired  into  j  let  it  be  fhewn  how 
generally  they  have  embraced  the  op- 
portunity the  alteration  of  the  State 
oaths  afforded  them  of  teftifying  their 
allegiance  ;  their  practical  renunciation 
of  all  thofe  do6irines  fo  unfriendly  to 
Proteflants,  which  have  formerly  been 
inculcated  among  them  ;  the  fraternal 
kindnefs  of  their  priefts  to  Proteftant 
clergymen  ;  their  peaceable  fubmilTion 
to  the  laws,  and  cheerful  payment  of 
tythes  and  taxes  ;  thefe,  and  fuch  like 
improvements^  being  fhew'n  and  made 
out  to  the  fatisfadion  of  Government, 
no  polTible  objecftion  could,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  be  made  to  reftore  to  them  the 

exercifc 
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excrcife  of  the  eledive  franchife.     But 
if    thefe    and    fuch    like   improvements 
cannot   yet  be  fhewn,   the   objedions 
which  have  hitherto  operated  to  v;ith- 
hold   the   exercife  of  it   muft  fiill    be 
allowed  to  retain  their  force.     Which 
of  ihefe  is  the  cafe  the  Catholic  leaders 
beftknowj   and,  I   truft,  that  temper 
and   good  fenfe  which  they   have  al- 
ready manifefled  in  the  conduct  of  this 
bufinefs  will   continue  to  diredl  them 
in  the   further   profecution   oi  it,  and 
that  they  will  give  a  ferious  and  im- 
partial confideration  to  all  the  circum- 
flances  I  have  fuggefled,  and,   as  they 
(hall    appear   upon    the    refult,    deter- 
mine to  poftpone   or  prefs   their  appli- 
cation.   But  whatever  courfe  they  may 
refolve  to  purfue,  or  whatever  may  be 

the 
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the  determination  of  Parliament  upon 
their  petition,  whenever  it  is  prefented, 
I  would  not  have  the  good  people  of 
Ireland  flatter  themfelves  with  the  vain 
hope,  thai  this  is  the  only  queflion  of 
difficulty  and  embarrafTment  which 
will  arife  out  of  their  acquifition  of  in- 
dependence. In  the  preceding  part  of 
this  letter  I  have  hinted  at  fomc  others 
of  ftill  greater  importance ;  and,  to 
fpeak  out  my  candid  opinion,  I  really 
do  not  fee  how  you  can  avoid  the 
dreadful  confequences  of  their  agita- 
tion, but  by  taking  fhelter  again  under 
that  parental  wing  from  which  you 
fo  inconfiderately  withdrew.  Do  not, 
however,  imagine,  I  wifh  you  to  tread 
back  your  fleps,  or  cancel  any  thing 
you   have  done,   for  I   have   no  fuch 

wifh; 
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wifh  ;  every  thing  you  have  done  may  he 
rendered  per  fed  ly  conjijlent  with  the  more 
intimate  connexion  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland^  which  I  mean  to  recommend. 
A  plan  for  the  purpofc  was  formed  in 
the  year    1778,  and  fome  idea  of  the 
nature  of  it  may  be  colle^lcd  from  the 
fecond  volume  of  extra  official  ftate- 
papcrs*  I   have    publifhed    refpeding 
America ;   for  it  was  meant   to  com- 
prehend all  the  members  of  the  empire, 
and    peace    with    America    was    only 
waited  for  in  order  to  propofe  it,  and 
it  will  be  forth-coming  whenever  there 
appears  a  difpofition  to  adopt  it,  if  that 
happens  in  the  life-time  of  your  friend 

and  countryman, 

WILLIAM  KNOX. 

Soho-Square, 
Nov.  5,  1792. 

.    *  Vide  State-papers. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


The  preceding  pages  were  fent  to 
the  Prefs  before'  the  printed  fpeeches  of 
fome  of  the  gentlemen  who  compofed 
the  late  Cathohc  meeting  in  Dubhn 
fell  into  my  hands  j  and  although  I 
was  not  ignorant  of  the  hardfhips  the 
Catholic  body  laboured  under,  I  con- 
fefs  I  did  not  conceive  their  peculiar 
grievances  were  fo  numerous  as  the  de- 
tail of  them  given  by  one  of  the  Speak- 
ers Ihews  them  to  be,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  poffible  for  any  difpaifionate 
Proteftant  to  read  over  the  melancholy 
catalogue,  even  without  attending  to 
the  firong  fenfe  and  forcible  language 
of  the  Speakers,   without  feeling  him- 

felf 
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felf  convinced  that  the  Catholics  have 
not  been  treated  as  fellow-fubjeds  and 
countrymen,  e^nd  that   they  have  fub- 
mitted   with  unexampled   patience   to 
injurious    and   degrading  diftindions  j 
and  although   he   might   be   averfe  to 
the  conceding  to  them  the  exercife  of 
the   elective    franchife,    he   would    be 
forced  to    allow    that  their  grievances 
ought  to  be  redrejjed:  and,  indeed,  what 
better  argument  could  the  Proteftant 
cledlors  ufe  to  reconcile  their  Catholic 
brethren  to  the  want   of  it,  than  their 
intruding  their  rcprefentatives  to  con- 
fider  the  Catholics  as  equally  their  con- 
ftituents  with  them,  and  to  obtain  for 
them  equal  privileges  in   all  other  rc- 
fpeds  ?    And  until  they  do  fo  the  Ca- 
tholics cannot  be   blamed  for  endea- 
D  2  vouring 


(    «8    ) 

vouring  to  obtain  thatfranchife^  which, 
they  very  naturally  fuppofe,  would 
draw  after  it  the  redrefs  of  their  other 
grievances.  The  ftale  objedion  to  all 
concelTions,  viz.  the  dread  of  opening 
a  door  to  innovations,  is,  I  know, 
urged  againft  paying  any  attention  to 
the  claims  of  the  Catholics ;  and  the 
horrible  confequences  of  yielding,  even 
in  what  is  juft,  are  held  up  to  deter 
from  the  confideration  of  their  peti- 
tions. But  let  the  fads,  upon  which 
this  principle  of  principis  ohftat  is  faid 
to  be  fo  wifely  founded,  be  examined, 
and  I  will  venture  to  afTert  that  the 
evils  which  attended  the  yielding  in 
right  things  are  folely  to  be  imputed 
to  the  not  yielding  in  proper  time.  Had 
Charles  the  Firfl,  I  will  afk,  made  the 

concelTioBs 


(    29    ) 
concefTions  two  years  before  which  he 
fent  to   his   ParHament    from  Oxford, 
would    he  have    loft   his    head  ?    Had 
Parliament  m  177+  paiTed  the  Ad  re- 
linquifliing  its  claim   to   tax  America, 
which   it  pafTed   in    1780,   w-ould   the 
Thirteen  Colonies  have  declared  them- 
felves  independent  ?  Had  Mr.  Calonne 
advifcd  the  French  King    to   call    the 
States  when  he  called  the  Notables^  and 
the  King,  and   the  Nobles  and  Clergy- 
made  to  the  States  the  fame  conceluons 
they,   by  Neckar's  advice,    afterwards 
made  to  the  Notables,  would  the  French 
Monarchy   have    been   overturned  ?   I 
need   not    produce    more  inffances   in 
proof  of  my  affcrtion,  and  God  forbid 
that   the  prefe?2t  times   fliould   furnifli 
others  in  addition  to  them  ;  but  I  truft 

onr 


(     30     ) 

our  rulers,  both  in  Church  and  State, 
will  take  warning  by  thofe  I  have 
mentioned,  and  concede  in  time,  what- 
ever they  think  right  to  be  conceded  at  all, 
and  that  is,  whatever  they  themfehes 
think  wrong  to  he  continued.  And  let 
them  do  it  of  themfehes,  and  with  good 
will,  upon  principles  of  juflice  and 
benevolence,  not  under  the  appearance, 
or  even  fufpicion,  of  nccelTity  or  com- 
puliion  ;  for  it  is  the  duty,  and  ought 
to  be  the  v/ifdom,  of  the  governing 
powers  to  watch  the  public  mind,  and 
to  forefee  and  prevent  the  public  wifhes, 
by  doing  of  themfelves  what  they  per- 
ceive they  will  be  required  by  the  peo- 
ple to  ^.Q^,  Felix  quem  faciunt  aliena 
pericula  cautum. 

THE    END. 
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